BlackJacks

Part of The Pershing Rifles Group, the National
Society of Blackjacks, is a leadership program
based on the philosophy that General of the
Armies, John J. Pershing, developed while he
was the Professor of Military Science at the
University of Nebraska in Lincoln, It is an
overlay, self-contained program that provides
opportunities for the young leaders to train in
teamwork and to achieve immediate results
through the use of precision drill and ceremony.
Every year, on November 11, a ceremony is held
at the Gravesite of General John Joseph "Black
Jack" Pershing, Commander of the Allied Forces
in Europe during World War I. This event is
attended by representatives of 19 nations. During
this ceremony, each nation presents a wreath of
flowers in honor of his service to the world. For
the first time in the history of Arlington National
Cemetery an ROTC unit was chosen to lay the
wreath for the United States honoring General
Pershing. The team chosen was our own Camden
Military Cadets. This unit of "Blackjacks" of
JROTC Pershing Rifles (shown below) was also
"sworn in" by the officer in charge of this event,
Major General Jeffrey S. Buchanan. This drill




