It has been said, over and over this year,
that Ruffin High iz not a safe school and
that the students are prone to violence.
The school itself, this year as compared
to previous years, has been the site of an
excessive amount of viclence aimed at
either persons or property. The fact of
the matter is, however, that for the most
part the unrest we have experienced has
been caused by people who are not stu-
dents at our school and had no business
being on our campus. Because of events
tich occurred in another county in the

spring of 1990 we are now

Q

forced
extra careful about where we park our
cars, who we allow on campus &nd
what activities we plan for the evenings,
especially after games.

ON THE HOME FRONT

We are not trying to give you the im-
pression that we think our students are
angels, because they are not. We have
had to expel five students so far this year
because of senseless violence or poor
behavior. What we are trying to do is get
people to see some of the positive things
at Ruffin, not always the negative. We
would like for people to know that at
Ruffin High we have a greater per-
centage of students passing the exit
exam than the percentage of students
doing the same at Walterboro High.

TOP LEFT - Coaches Ryant, Smith
and Mackey help watch over
students from the eight yard line.

TOP RIGHT - An empty hallway
at the height of the lunch hour.

CENTER LEFT - Police officers
going from room to room checking
for evidence of a bomb.

CENTER RIGHT - Students use this
time to catch up on some reading
and to catch some rays.

Discipline Prob-lémm-sm
At RHS Deplored

By RORERT E. NUVIT in a suhsequent interview that

\sapclate Hdidor

A former Hoard of Educatian
member says thal something
needs 10 he done aboul
dscipline problems al Huallin
High Schoal

Ben Steward lold the board
laxl week Uhat Mghts an campus
musl be slopped. along wih
preventing non-sludenis from
caming nn Campus

Students are getuing cul up

on campus and Uhere 15 Nghling

danly.” FE: Steward
“Samebody hag & be n
churge.”

Principal John Stephens said

lights are nol a daily occur-
rence and tha! discipline has
improved overall. Stephens
noled thal Sieward can make
has accusations wilhoul having
lo supply any dala. But
Siephens acknowledges Lhal
Ihere have been problems this
year

Mosi of i1, he said, stemns
from a Tight Ihal look place in
Uhet Harmplon area before school
slarted The fight has carried
over al limes at the school
Three students have been ex
pelled in connection with the
a5l serioul IRcigents.

School Board Report

The cenier of U probiem o
at home " sied Swphens e
trv o provide 8 climate of laar
ning | can’t laie Ube place of
the parenty The Sugents Bre N
a home emvironmen! modl of
the day and hawve W bearn and
b laught Sscipline there
Parents are gwng 1o have
assumea grezter responsDility

Congadering ihe number of
teen mothers and fathens af
Ruffin. wad Stephess ~We're
doing a good job Learming s
nol Thilir eSOty

In sther business al the Mov
11 beard meeting:

= The Lruslees agreed Lhal a
school bus could pick up Lhe
child of Mell Rivers in
Lakeshore subdivision The
elementary school student had
been walking on Lhe road to a
bus slop

Bus stops are supposed o be
no closer than two-lenths of &
mile apari. said Superintendent
of Education AL Smoak. Bul
Mra Rivers arguoed Lthal o e

We will bave to admit that there have
Se=n a few very tense, very strange mo-
ments that were brought on by our own
students. When asked what event this
wzar the students felt was the most bi-
zzmre or unbelievable, thev votad (almost
manimously) for the bomb threat. The

students and teachers who were pre-
pared to go to the mid-day meal were
shocked to find out that they had to go to
the football field. We have tried to cap-
ture for you the essence of that day.
Picture that.

BOTTOM LEFT - Students, getting
hungry and restless, are ready for
this to end.

BOTTOM RIGHT - Faculty
members keeping watch around the
COMETS.
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