PASS IN REVIEW

The parade has passed by.

Backs straight as boards, faces
solemn as monks, the corps
marches past. Suddenly they’re
gone. The parade is over and for a
moment a sense of loss pervades.
No longer is the battalion a faceless
mass, it is possible again to identify
individuals, friends and compan-
ions. The metamorphosis is com-
plete when the cadet colonel or-
ders company commanders to
take charge and to dismiss their
units. A joyous shout of elation and
of relief resounds, shortly into si-
lence. ;

The parade field is still, the re-
viewing stand mute testimony to
an event passed. Barracks are qui-
et, doors locked. Seniors will pa-
rade here no more. But just as
surely as memories — of lessons
learned and of experiences gained
— remain, Camden Military Acad-
emy and her traditions endure.

As cadets go out to play their
parts in life’s game, leadership and
discipline on the parade field trans-
late into leadership in larger con-
texts. The CMA experience effects
a physical, mental, and spiritual
progression from boy to young
man, a transformation reflected in
the dress parade, the whole corps
marching as one.
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